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IN THE ABSTRACT : 

There is described a method for providing audio and visual communication between a 
speaker and at least one hearing impaired person. The method comprises the steps of 
providing the speaker with a headset frame having a camera attached thereto and 
positioned to capture images of the speaker's mouth; providing the hearing impaired 
person with a display; capturing continuous video images of the speaker's mouth using 
the camera; and transmitting the images in real-time to the display for the hearing 
impaired person to view such that movement of the speakers mouth coincides with 
sound emitted by the speaker. Th e ap p aratus for h e aring impaired p ers on s of th e 
prooont invention compri se s a t ele phon e - resopt l on l st sty le h e adcot wh i ch is to b e worn 
by a opcokor poroon on h e r h e ad, in th e convent i onal way. Thi s hoadoot is equ i pp e d 
w i th a frontward l y extend i ng support arm which carrioc at its front fr ee e nd a m i n i atur e 
oomom, and on optional m i crophone, targ e t i ng th e s p e aker's mouth, Th e cam e ra is 
l inkod by a wir e to a tran s m i tt e r hav i ng i ntrins i c pow e r m ea n s , which transmit s in r e a l 
t i m e th e im a g es caught by th e cam e ra as a wire l sc s i gna l to r e c e iv e rs l ooatod remot e ly 
of th e tran s m i tter, e.g. on d e sk s in a c l a s sroom, The r e ceivers d e cod e the s i gna l and 
r e transmit th e i mag es - to te l evision scre e ns. Thu s , hoar i ng i mpair e d p e r s on s can 
obs e rv e th e screen s to road th e l ops of the sp e ak e r poroon, oa as to understand tho 
Gonvorsationi notw i thstand i ng th e hoad or i ontation of th e s p e ak e r p e r s on. The wiro l ooo 
transm i ssion i s of l ow pow e r, to obv i ate tho nocooc i ty of obtain i ng compu l sory l i conooo 
oth e rwi se r e quir e d by govornmont regu l atory author i ti e s for wirolooo transmi s sion, and 
to prevent two or mor e wir e l e s s si gn al s from different tra n sm i tt e r s si mu l t a n e ous l y us e d 
in d i fforont l ocations from i nt e rf e ring w i th ea ch othor. 
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